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S 
mart boards, instant response systems, 

and projectors as well as mobile com-

puter labs will be part of students every-

day learning thanks to the generous gift 

from David OôReilly.     

     During a press conference at SCHS on Febru-

ary 3, Amy DeMelo, Director of Springfield 

Catholic Schools, addressed all SCHS students as 

well as 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students from Im-

maculate Conception Elementary, St. Agnes Ele-

mentary, St. Joseph Elementary, and the 4th grade 

class from St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Elementary.  

When students heard the announcement of a gift 

in the amount of $379,000 given by David 

OôReilly for technology, not only did the students 

give a standing ovation, but a significant number 

of parents, area priests, teachers and staff who 

were also present stood to give thanks in unison.   

     Mr. OôReilly stated, ñSpringfield Catholic 

Schools is an incredible system for educating our 

children, not only in academics but also in values, 

morals and overall character.  Financing capital 

needs in a private system is always challenging 

and since public funds are not available, it be-

comes very important to receive support from 

within the school community.  It is gratifying to 

be fortunate enough to provide some of the 

needed support which will allow Springfield 

Catholic Schools to maintain and further their 

excellence in the education of our children.ò 

     During Bishop James V. Johnstonôs homily, 

following the press conference, he again thanked 

Mr. OôReilly for his generous gift to SCS and 

urged that everyone reflect on the strength of giv-

ing to others.   

    The funds will provide 55 Interactive Smart 

Boards and Smart technology.  This will include 

instant response systems along with high quality 

projectors.  Additionally, SCS campuses will be-

come wireless school buildings and mobile lap top 

carts will bring the possibility of a digital learning 

environment to every student.  This generous gift 

allows teachers to access the necessary technology 

students will need now and for future learning in 

high school, college and the work force. 

 

DAVID OõREILLY DONATES BIG DOLLARS FOR 

CLASSROOM TECHNOLOGY  

Pictured above are (from left to right): Jean Gruetzemacher, Director of 
Development, Bishop James V. Johnston, Amy DeMelo, Director of 
Schools, and David OôReilly. 

News of the technology gift was shared through KY-3, KOLR-10, KSPR-
33, KTTS, KGBX, News Leader and Springfield Business Journal.   

At the conclusion of the press conference, an all school Mass was 
offered by Bishop James V. Johnston and Bishop Emeritus John J. 
Leibrecht to celebrate Catholic Schools Week, along with area 
priests.  A small brunch was held afterwards for the Priests to cele-
brate the ñYear of The Priestò. 
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C E N T R A L  O F F I C E   

C 
atholic Schools 

week is an annual 

national celebra-

tion of the impor-

tant role Catholic schools play 

in the education of Americaôs 

youth.  The theme for the 2010 celebration is Catholic Schools, Divi-

dends for Life. This is an appropriate theme at a most appropriate 

time. It is easy to list the many academic accomplishments of our 

student and teachers. They are most impressive indeed, our students 

from pre- school to high school are academically challenged and 

subsequently go on to the finest universities in the country.   I was 

expressing these facts to a friend of mine one day, clearly winning 

the academic argument when he said to me ñso whatò.   Well the ñso 

whatò is very profound and difficult to quantify in percentages. The 

ñso whatò, is what makes us a Catholic school. This means we have 

faith and impressive math scores.  We teach respect for life and 99% 

of our students graduate. We have a faith filled, safe, caring, family 

environment, and impressive ACT scores.  This combination can 

only be found in a Catholic Schools, it is the ñso whatò.   If we think 

about Catholic education and the lifelong skills it teaches, it is very 

easy to conclude that Catholic schools are a most important invest-

ment in the life of your child and it is guaranteed to pay dividends for 

this life and the next.  

     A special thank you to David OôReilly for his generous donation 

of over $379,000.00 to Springfield Catholic Schools. This donation 

will be used to improve student access to technology by allowing 

Springfield Catholic Schools to invest in Smart Boards, and other 

interactive technologies.  This gift is not only necessary to continue 

the tradition of academic excellence in our schools, but it is also an 

example to all of us on the importance of giving back.  

Development Highlights  

F 
ull speed ahead is the call for this 

school year as we complete the first 

semester and prepare for the New 

Year of 2010 and second semester. 

     Thanks to everyone that has already con-

tributed to Annual Fund Campaign.  This 

year the goal is $160,000 and approximately $124,000 has been 

achieved at the time of this issue.   This money is used for the op-

erating budget for next school year (2010-2011) and has a direct 

affect on tuition.  Donating to the Annual Fund Campaign is tax 

deductible and tuition is not.  We ask that you help us keep tuition 

affordable for all our families by contributing to this worthy cause. 

     We continue to have Pot of Gold Coupon Books for sale 

through Central Office.  With more than $2,000 value of coupons 

inside each book, they make tantalizing gifts for Easter, birthdays, 

and every other celebrated event in your life.  High School stu-

dents can save a bundle in tux rentals, party dresses, flowers, etc. 

by just using a valuable coupon.  The net proceeds from Pot of 

Gold sales is directly connected to the annual fund campaign, thus 

also aids in the operating budget for 2010-2011 school year. 

     February 21, 2010 annual phone-a-thon SCHS students vol-

unteered their time to call individuals and ask for donations to the 

Annual Fund Campaign.  Thanks to their non-stop hard work, and 

the generosity of donors, $25,000 was raised.  Congratulations to 

all the SCHS student volunteers that made the phone-a-thon a great 

success.  The winners for soliciting the largest number of pledges 

will be highlighted in the next issue of Connections.  GREAT 

JOB! 

     Emerald Evening XIV ñEmerald Isleò is shaping up to be the 

event of the yearéa spectacular event to be remembered by all. 

ITôS SOLD OUT! Thatôs rightéall seats are taken and a waitlist 

has already been formed.  The 24 hard-working, enthusiastic, dedi-

cated volunteers on the committee have met regularly to design an 

ñEmerald Isleò that will leave everyone speechless.  The fearless 

leaders of this group are Co-Chairs, Sarah Moses and Lindsay 

OôReilly French.   Raffle tickets are available for purchase now from 

committee members, development board members, at central office 

or purchase them on line at www.scspk12.org.   March 20, 2010 at 

the Double Tree Hotel - doors will open at 5:30 pm for check-in.    

The auction committee has covered the Springfield area to bring new 

and exciting items and packages for bidders to enjoy in the silent and 

live auctions.  The Irish Pub will boast hand selected wines to interest 

any Fightinô Irish family along with golden coin laden buckets of 

iced beers to bring a smile to the lucky Irishman who buys one.  You 

wonôt want to miss one or more visits to the new Photo Booth being 

introduced this year.  Guests will have the opportunity to have snap-

shots taken with friends, family and other EE XVI guests wearing a 

variety of Irish props provided for their entertainment.  Take home a 

CD to review all the guests that shared this exciting event. 

     The Development Board members continue to roll up their 

sleeves and work diligently to raise  funds for Springfield Catholic 

Schools. The committees meet regularly and continue to move ahead 

in developing new ideas to reach out to gain more supporters for 

Springfield Catholic Schools.  Congratulations to the SCS Alumni 

Association; membership continues to build.  If you are an alum (of 

Springfield Catholic High School or St. Agnes High School) and 

have not already signed up for membership, STOP right now and go 

to www.scsalumniassociation.com and become a member.  Please 

note that SCS Alumni have a dedicated section of every Connections 

issue for information to share.  The Alumni Association will sponsor 

a 5K & 1 Mi run/walk on April 24, 2010.  Read the article in this 

issue for more details. 

   Dancing With OUR Stars ï Season Three plans are in the works.  

On August 28, 2010, the event will be hosted from the Ramada Oa-

sis.  The next Connections issue will announce the Dance Stars with 

their pros in a photo shoot.  Stay tuned! 

http://www.scsalumniassocation.com
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A L U M N I  N E W S   

Class of ô89 Celebrate 20 Years 

On February 9, 2010 the Notre Dame Law Review an-

nounced that A.J. Weissler (SCHS Class of 2001) has been 

elected to serve as Editor in Chief of Volume 86.  This is a 

highly coveted honor. Congratulations AJ! 

Eight members of the Class of 1949, and their spouses gathered at Ron and 

Carole Cordrys on  September 11. Also joining them was two of Ronôs 

brothers, both St. Agnes alumni. 

The group spent the evening filling in on the past five years and telling 

what they  knew of their absent classmates, who called or sent letters. They 

also looked through issues of THE LAMB. Then they enjoyed the All 

School Reunion on Sat-

urday, as they attended 

mass and enjoyed dinner 

and meeting up with 

several other classmates. 

Most of the Class of 

1949 said they will try to 

make the reunion again 

in 2014.  

Lindsay Banta, SCHS Class of 2002, attended the University of Colorado, 

and graduated from the University of Missouri-Columbia School of Nursing 

in 2007. Lindsay is now currently a medical ICU staff nurse at Barnes Jew-

ish Hospital, and has recently impressed co-workers with both her own 

physical fitness and her commitment to bring medical care to those who 

need it most in the United States, and around the world. Each year, she 

spends vacation time traveling with a 

variety of groups to deliver health 

care to the poor. Her own fitness rou-

tine includes running, exercise, and 

healthy eating. She also makes time to 

help raise funds to support medical 

mission trips. Lindsay was a BJC 

Health Hall of Fame honoree. 

SCHS class of 1989 reunited August 7th and 8th for their 20 year high 

school class reunion. Classmates got together for a fun filled Friday evening 

at Ebbetôs Field. Saturday afternoon was a festive family BBQ at Sequito 

Park. It was great to see everyoneôs children take over the place. Saturday 

evening everyone enjoyed more catching up and laughing about High 

School memories at The Discovery Center auditorium. We remembered 

former classmate Randy Baker with a special photo of him at the entrance 

of the event. A slide show played throughout the evening of old and new 

photos from kindergarten to present which was quite entertaining. Oh, how 

some have changed and some have not. Some enjoyed dancing and acting 

goofy like 20 years ago and some had a great time just sitting, chatting, and 

watching the crazy ones act up. 

Overall, it was a blast and fun was had by all. Over 70% showed up for the 

festivities and the class of ó89 was excited to meet up again for a 25 year in 

Las Vegas! Between now and then, classmates can keep in touch through 

the SCS Alumni Association and Facebook. Article written by SCS Alumni 

Association Vice President, Casey Coring. 

òBig Newsó From Notre Dame 

SCS Alum Makes Hall of Fame  

Reuniting for 60 Year Reunion  

Outstanding Alumni Award  

The annual St. Agnes and Springfield Catholic High School reunion is 

scheduled for September 18, 2010. The classes to be honored are 1945, 

1950, 1955, 1960, 1965, 1970, 1975, 1980, and 1985. The evening will 

begin with 4:00 pm registration at the Catholic Center, followed by 5:00 pm 

Mass at St. Agnes Cathedral. Dinner will include steaks grilled by Jude 

Griesemer, and will be served at 6:30 pm at Springfield Catholic High 

School. All alumni of the honored classes will be receiving additional regis-

tration forms in the mail.  

Graduates and anyone who attended St. Agnes/Springfield Catholic 

Schools are encouraged to call their high school friends and plan to meet at 

the reunion.  For more information, please contact Joyce York at Central 

Office, 417-865-5567. 

Is It Your Year To Celebrate?  

During the 2009 All School Reunion, one of the Outstanding Alumni was 

not recognized. Brother David McKenna, St. Agnes Class of 1959, has been 

a busy man since his graduation from St. Agnes.  

After high school, David McKenna joined the catholic Foreign Mission 

Society of America. He has been Maryknoll Brother for 50 years now. After 

two years of formation, Brother David attended Mary knollôs Trades School 

for years and learned about auto mechanics, electricity instillation, welding, 

brick laying and carpentry. This knowledge helped him for the next 15 years 

of general maintenance assignments. 

In July, 1974, Brother David was assigned to do missionary work with 

youth in Bolivia. In 1980, he founded the first Scout Group in Latin Amer-

ica for all orphans and street children, at the Love of God Home in Cocha-

bamba. While in Bolivia, Brother Davis was able to do found a NGO with 

two other leaders. CIDES (Integral Center of Health and Educational Devel-

opment). This organization designed projects in education and health for 

local poor communities and procured international funds to pay for the pro-

jects.  

In consideration of Brother Davidôs extensive skills in photography, in 

1984, he was assigned to study video studio and field production at Mis-

souri University in preparation to work in La Paz on Maryknollôs video 

production team. For the next five years, Brother David helped produce 

over 30 bi-lingual video programs of the missions throughout Latin Amer-

ica. 

In June 1995, for the last time and after 21 years in Bolivia, Brother David 

was assigned to the U.S. Before leaving Bolivia, The National Court of 

Honor, taking in consideration of the 18 year of service he gave in service to 

the youth of Bolivia, awarded him the Silver Llama, the highest recognition of 

service of the Scouts of Bolivia. Brother David did several other things before 

he finally retired on March 1, 2009. SCS is proud to have him as an out-

standing Alumni. 
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òMix It Upó Days At SEAS 

Students in the 5th grade at St. Agnes went to the Dickerson Park Zoo on 

November 4th as part of their study of ecosystems and habitats in science. 

They participated in a program that introduced them to a number of endan-

gered species of animals throughout the zoo. While there, the students were 

able to see the elephants get a 

special treat of pumpkins that 

were left from the zooôs 

ñSpooktacularò event. They will 

take some of this knowledge back 

to the classroom where they will 

put together powerpoint presenta-

tions about different endangered 

and threatened animals.  

Zoo Trip Teaches St. Agnes Students  

Relationships are fundamental at SEAS school. Students are encouraged by 

way of classroom activities and extracurricular activities to make new 

friends and step out of their comfort zone on "mix it up" days at school. 

Students are encouraged to not sit with their usual friends at lunch or in the 

morning at breakfast. They are encouraged to step outside of their comfort 

zone and play at recess a new game with new people and to extend a hand 

to those they might not normally hang out with. God calls us to put our faith 

into action and sometimes that means reaching out to those who may not be 

our favorite and to include others in our circle of love. 

Additional activities are planned throughout the year to encourage the stu-

dents to take this con-

cept out into their daily 

lives outside of school, 

reaching out reaching 

others. Mix It Up days 

at school helps students 

make new friends and 

strengthen old friend-

ships.  

On Saturday, November 14, 2009, two Springfield Catholic High School 

students took in the South Central Missouri Music Educators Association 

All -District Honor Bands at Southwest Baptist University in Boliver, Mis-

souri.  Senior Amanda Ruhlman played clarinet in the 2009 Honor Band, 

under the direction of Dr. Craig Fuchs, Chair of the Department of Music 

and Director of Bands at 

Pittsburg State Univer-

sity.  Junior Andy Curtis 

played tuba in the 2009 

Concert Band, under the 

direction of Mr. Roy D. 

"Skip" Vandeliht, Jr., Direc-

tor of Bands at Central 

Methodist University. 

Additionally, five Springfield Catholic High School vocal musicians were 

selected to participate in the South Central Missouri District Honor Choir on 

November 7, 2009, at Evangel University Chapel in Springfield, Mis-

souri.  Representing SCHS in the Junior-Senior Choir were seniors Brianna 

Betzen and Christina Mullins, both singing soprano, and Junior Andy Cur-

tis, singing bass.  Sophomores Megan Pinney (soprano) and Meghan Bul-

lard (alto) sang in the Freshman-Sophomore Choir.   The Junior-Senior 

Choir was presented by the South Central Missouri Choral Directors Asso-

ciation and performed under the direction of nationally recognized adjudica-

tor, speaker, author, director and clinician, Stan McGill.  The Freshman-

Sophomore Choir was presented by the South Central Missouri Music Edu-

cators Association and performed under the direction of Robert Mance, 

professor at William Jewell College. 

SCHSõs Musical High Notes 

El Día de los Muertos (The Day of the Dead) is observed from October 31 

to November 2, which coincides with All Souls Day, and was celebrated by 

St. Joseph Spanish students K-8. Observing The Day of the Dead is primar-

ily a Mexican tradition, but is also celebrated throughout Central and South 

America. The students compared and contrasted ñThe Day of the Deadò 

with Memorial Day and Halloween, using  Venn diagrams. The students 

color and name their Calavera o esqueleto (paper skull or skeleton) in mem-

ory of a beloved relative, friend, or pet, and then place the calavera o 

esqueleto at the ofrenda (altar).  The St. Joseph Spanish Club members did a 

great job setting up the ofrenda!  Read more about The Day of the Dead on 

the Spanish homepage.  

Spanish Students Learn Traditions  

David DeVoss, a senior at SCHS, has been named a National Merit Com-

mended Scholar. Since 1955, the National Merit Scholarship Program has 

offered a US academic scholarship competition for recognition and college 

scholarships administered by National Merit Scholarship Corporation  

(NMSC), a privately funded, not-for-

profit organization. Each year a total of 

approximately 10,500 scholarships are 

awarded through NMSC programs. Of 

the 1.4 million entrants, around 50,000 

qualify for recognition. Two-thirds of 

those qualified receive Letters of Com-

mendation.  

     Every year, SCHS has at least one 

senior honored to receive this recogni-

tion. SCS congratulates David on such a 

prestigious honor.  

DeVoss Named Commended Scholar  

By designating Springfield Catholic Schools as the beneficiary of 

all or part of your retirement plan (s), you avoid income taxes 

that a family member would pay if he or she were the designated 

beneficiary. SCS receives the full amount given without paying 

taxes. It is simple to do -you simply ask your plan administrator 

for a Designation of Beneficiary form, fill it out, and return to 

your plan administrator. You may designate a certain amount, a 

percentage, or the entire remainder of the fund.  

Did you know that giving to SCS through your retirement 

plan is a smart and easy way of giving?  

A R O U N D  O U R  S C H O O L S  
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Elaine Brys, 5th Grade teacher at Immaculate Conception School in Spring-

field attended 2 workshops this past summer through the Missouri Conser-

vation Department at little or no cost.  Field Aquatics and  the Discover 

Nature School.  The Discover Nature School  was where she received grant 

money for field trips, book-

lets, and the equipment 

that can be purchased for 

the classroom like fishing 

poles, water quality testing 

kits , seining nets for rivers, 

magnifiers  etcé  

 The purpose of this grant 

is to promote conservation 

education through instructional units and encourages hands-on outdoor 

learning experiences.  It teaches students to understand and appreciate our 

natural resources and their role in conserving them.   Ms. Brys must incorpo-

rate a certain number of  the units in her regular science classes to meet the 

criteria for the grant money and its reimbursement.  The grant money is 

different each year and if  she  continues to follow the guidelines our stu-

dents can benefit from the grant money each year!!!!   This year Ms. Brys 

received $1000 plus $420 for field trips.    

 In addition to the environmental grants, Ms. Brys is getting her science 

students involved and excited about many environmental programs.   Stu-

dents participated in the Missouri Streams Team Program.  In conjunction 

with this program,  students went to Sequiota Park to pick up trash and de-

bris in and around the water.   They also took this opportunity to do some 

water testing which is one of the units required as part of the grant.  

 John Huckstep and Kent Schnurbusch, both members of St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton, are Stream Team Certified.  They provided students with shirts, pen-

cils and stickers. 

This field trip had 12 parents to chaperone and 5 adults to lead the 5 sta-

tions at Sequiota  Park.Leaf etching, exploring caves, stream team clean up, 

and river and pond identification of micro invertebrates. 

 Fifth graders will do more water testing periodically.  They are learning 

about Missouri plants, animals, ecosystems, habitats, lakes, rivers, ponds, 

water, and wet lands.  Through hands-on experiences, the students are learn-

ing how to take care of their world and how to respect the environ-

ment.   They can make a difference.  

IC Cares For The Environment  

A R O U N D  O U R  S C H O O L S  

February ô10 

 St. Agnesôs Daisy and Brownies group enjoyed a fun-filled trip to Convoy 

of Hope. This trip came after the girls tremendous effort in raising money 

through their ñPenny Projectò. The students were  able to tour the Convoy of 

Hope facility and heard about all the AMAZING work they do to help peo-

ple all over the world.  

The Convoy of Hope is in over 170 countries right now and have recently 

served over a million meals in Haiti. Students learned about their trucking 

system and how lucky we  are as Americans to have clean water.  The stu-

dents presented Convoy of Hope with a check of $563. Mr. Ron Wagoner, 

vice president of Convoy of Hope, told the students because of discounts 

and corporate sponsors, 

the money they gave 

will be multiplied by 

seven, and their dona-

tion will go a long way.  

Before departing, Mr. 

Wagoner gave the stu-

dents a book about how 

Convoy of Hope got 

started.  This book will 

be housed in the school 

library. 

SCHS Homecom-

ing football game 

was October 9, 

2009, but the home-

coming excitement 

extended beyond 

the game. The 

homecoming pa-

rade was attended 

by the entire student body, and the 7th and 8th graders of I.C., St. Agnes, 

and St. Joseph. Continuing the tradition, each SCHS grade level created a 

float that complied with this yearôs theme: ñOld Hollywoodò.  During the  

pep assembly, which was held inside the SCHS gym due to poor weather,  

the Homecoming candidates participated in silly trivia games and light-

hearted competition.  During the assembly, the judges declared the sen-

iors the winners of the annual float contest.  Later that day there was a 

pep rally before the game with hot dogs 

and hamburgers for all.  As the players 

marched off the field for half time the 

glamorous homecoming candidates 

were escorted by their fathers; the senior 

girls were delivered in convertibles.  

Senior, Danielle Lampe, was crowned 

the 2009 homecoming queen..  To con-

clude the homecoming celebration, a 

formal dance was held the following 

evening in the beautifully decorated 

SCHS gym.  

An òOld Hollywoodó Homecoming 

òPenny Projectó Raises Large Funds  

IC students take to cleaning the streams for class project. 
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A c t s  O f  K i n d n e s s   

An important element of our Christian duties as members of the Springfield 

Catholic community is service to others. Through service to our community 

and school, we learn responsibility, compassion, love, sense of identity, and 

the value of accomplishing a task bigger than oneôs self.  

Through recent fundraising efforts, SCHSôs Service Executive Board 

(SEB) was able to organize SCHSôs student body to raise over six hundred 

dollars for the Kitchen Clinic Organization. The money went to the pur-

chase of food and assorted medicines for members of the Springfield com-

munity in need and experiencing uncertain times. The overall project was a 

massive success and thoughts and prayers are with the people who  were 

helped.  

Another club, SCHS Drama Department, helped raise money to purchase a 

clothes dryer for the Missouri Hotel/The Kitchen. The efforts of the ñdress 

down dayò, in which students paid to wear jeans, and money raised at the 

Irish Playerôs Production of ñYou Canôt Take It With You,ò were enough to 

purchase the dryer for residents to use while they stayed at the hotel.  

The Student Leadership class, once again organized a very successful 

ñAdopt A Familyò fundraiser. In December 2008, SCHS adopted a family 

from Sacred Heart Church. They had huge success in raising items for the 

family. This past December, the students decided to bring even more holi-

day cheer to the community by adopting three families. Students brought in 

huge amounts of clothing, supplies, and gift cards, as well as several toys 

and games for the children of the families. 

The students on SEB, including Ashley Marmouget, Melissa Atwell, 

Kayla Wilson, Natalie Smid, Rachel Scott, Rebecca Mayus, Haley Becker, 

and Meggie Bullard, assisted in delivering all of the gifts, which completely 

filled three cars, to Sacred Heart, where they were received with much ex-

citement by Father Daniel Robles, who works closely with the adopted 

families. The students at SCHS showed great holiday spirit by donating to 

these needy families. By giving so generously, students were able to bring 

joy to the Christmas celebrations of those in our Catholic community, while 

fulfilling our Christian duty of service to others. (Article submitted by Re-

becca Mayus and Kayla Wilson, SCHS students) 

SCHSõs Clubs Help Fight Need 

St. Agnes Cathedral is doing a second printing of its history 
book which includes a history of St. Agnes Church/
Cathedral, St. Agnes Grade School and St. Agnes (now 
Springfield Catholic) High School.  The book is 8 ½ x 11 
hardcover, painstakingly researched with over 300 pictures 
and a complete index of everyone mentioned in it.  

There will be 250 copies printed and sold on a first come, 
first serve basis. The 540 copies of the first printing were 
sold in a month and some people have already ordered their 
copy of the second printing. The cost is $35 plus $8 if 
shipped to you.  
If you would like a copy, please send your order as soon as 

possible with a check for $35 made out to St. Agnes Cathe-
dral ($43 if you would like it shipped to you) and mail it to St. 
Agnes Cathedral, 533 S Jefferson, Springfield MO 65806.  
Include your phone number.  For more information, call 
Judy Rippee at St. Agnes, 417 -831-3565, or email her at 
jmrippee1@juno.com.  

SECOND PRINTING OF DIOCESEõS HISTORY BOOK 

St. Joseph Receives Grant Funds  

St. Joseph fourth and fifth graders are excited about new science equipment 

purchased with funds from 

a grant given by the Mis-

souri Department of Con-

servation. The funds are 

part of an Aquatic Life 

Exploratory Class grant 

awarded to Science 

teacher, Mrs. Miriam 

Jump, for the second con-

secutive year.  

At a time when there are so many families with needs in the world today, 

Immaculate Conception students and staff worked extra hard to make sure 

no one went without over the winter season.  

In addition to their frequent canned food drives, IC teachers and staff 

adopted two families again this year and were busy wrapping gifts after 

their last faculty meeting of the year.  Student Council sponsored ICôs an-

nual ñMitten Treeò as stu-

dents brought in mittens, hats, 

and scarves for children at 

Robberson School. Students 

then collected school supplies 

for Robberson School and 

brought in blankets and coats 

for the Victory Mission.   

They also held their  annual ñDoor Decorationò fundraiser, which  always 

adds lots of excitement to the hallways in the mornings as students roam 

from classroom to classroom with coins, and dollars, to drop in the bucket 

of another class to beef up the competition with the goal of which class can 

raise the most money for charity.  The money was then donated to local 

charities. 

Most recently, students collected money for the victims of the earthquake 

in Haiti. ICôs goal is to continue to find ways to help students learn the 

value of service to others.   

On November 4th, the eight grad-

ers from St. Agnes went to the 

Kitchen to help Sister Doris put 

ñGodôs Garden to bed for the win-

terò. Godôs Garden provides fresh 

vegatables and fruit to the people 

who need the services of the 

Kitchen. Sister Doris has rules 

concerning the gardenôs produce: 

ñDonôt take more than you will use 

and leave some for the next per-

son.ò The eight graders pulled 

dead plants and weeded the one-

third acre garden giving approxi-

mately 55 hours of help and ser-

vice to Sister Doris.  

IC Gives Back Over the Holidays  St. Agnes Puts òGodõs Gardenó To Bed  
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Teacher Feature: Jean Weissler Goes All Math  

T e a c h e r  F e a t u r e s  

Mrs. Jean Weissler has been teaching math for a total of 21 years, 19 of 

which have been with Springfield Catholic Schools at Immaculate Concep-

tion. She has been married to husband Jim for 32 years. All of her children, 

Erin (SCHS ô97), Greta (SCHS ô99), AJ (SCHS ô01), and Luke (SCHS 

ô04) have been through Springfield Catholic 

Schools, and now her grandchildren (Mady and 

Wyatt) are currently enrolled in IC.   

     Mrs. Weissler has been the math competition 

coach for 18 years. Students have qualified for 

STATE in both the Math Counts Competition and 

the  Missouri Council of Teachers of Mathematics 

7th and 8th Grade Contest;  either individually or as 

a team for the last 14 years.  In the Math Counts 

competition, IC  has qualified for STATE as a 

team 13 out of the last 14 years with our best finish 

of 6th in State in 2009. Several students have placed 

first individually at STATE in the Missouri Coun-

cil of Teachers of Mathematics 7th and 8th grade 

contests.  When asked how many students she has 

had move through her classroom, Mrs. Weissler put it into a math equation, 

ñ30 x 2 + 60 X 17 = 1,080  but we have not always had 30 per class, so 

roughly a little over 1,000.ò 

    Mrs. Weissler was then asked to address individual student math strengths 

or weaknesses: Mrs. Weissler stated, ñCompetition practice is held Tuesday 

and Thursday from 7:30-8:00 (before the regular school day) beginning in 

August or September and ends when all competitions are over usually in late 

April.  This is one of the ways students with math aptitude are challenged. 

The average number of students coming to the early morning sessions is 25.  

This year there are more than 30 (1/4 of the student population in 7/8 

grades)ò. 

     Many students who had Mrs. Weissler, thank-

her for her deidcation to math, including former 

student, Mark Pomerenke, who is currently 

studying Electrical Engineering at the University 

of Notre Dame.  ñMy success in mathematices 

stems from a passion for numbers and problem 

solving, which I discovered in the 7th and 8th 

grade with Mrs. Weissler as my teacher.  With 

the advantage of a great teacher, several of my 

classmates and I experienced tremendous success 

in both Math Counts and MCTM Competitions.  

Accomplishments in academics outside the class-

room instilled in me the confidence and pride in 

learning which has enabled me to be successful.ò   

     Recently Mrs. Weissler  was chosen as "The 

Outstanding Middle School Math Teacher of the Year" by the Missouri 

State Council of Mathematic Teachers (selected from both public and pri-

vate schools). ñMy love of math is legendary and I often jest that I am one-

dimensional.  But my goal for each of my students is for them to come to 

the realization that math is an important and potentially enjoyable part of 

our lives that enables us to appreciate all of this modern worldôs dimen-

sions.ò 

Do you have some information you would like to share with 

the Springfield Catholic Community?  

Submit a story and/or pictures to your school, email  

lsmotherman@scspk12.org, or send it by mail to  

3520 S Culpepper Circle Suite C, Springfield, MO 65804. We want to 

hear all the news our students offer!  


